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Introduction: Medication errors are a common and potentially dangerous event, and in the treatment system, it is
one of the criteria for measuring patient safety. Medication errors are the most common type of medical error and
include one fifth of hospital injuries and are one of the five main causes of death in the world.

Search Method: PubMed, Google Scholar, Scopus and SID databases were searched using the keywords
medication error, prevalence, hospital and nurses and their equivalents in English until June 2023. A total of 25 articles
related to the topic were found, and finally 15 articles were researched according to the objectives of the study.

Results: According to the results of our studies, it was found that it is not possible to provide accurate statistics on
the amount of medication errors in Iran due to the lack of reporting by a large number of nurses, but in general, the
incidence of medication errors in the reviewed studies varied between 16% - 73%. Most medication errors occurred
in the emergency department. Various types of medication errors may occur, such as mistakes in prescription writing,
transfer of medication orders from the file, prescription method, dose calculation, and failure to observe the correct
time of medication administration. Factors that cause medication errors include misidentification of the patient,
insufficient knowledge, misunderstanding of medication orders due to illegible lines and incorrect medication
abbreviations, inappropriate labels, similarities in the packaging and size of drugs, heavy workload, Fatigue, lack of
sufficient skills and environmental factors such as environmental noise.

Conclusion: According to the findings of this study, there is a need for reforms in the organizational processes
and hospital organizations and measures to increase the nursing force in proportion to the number of patients and hold
pharmacology information retraining class.
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