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Introduction: The importance of neurological examinations in veterinary medicine is high. Adequate knowledge
of the structure and normal functioning of the nervous system is necessary for the correct interpretation of the clinical
findings from these examinations and the diagnosis of the location of the damage. In some cases, it is inevitable to
carry out the mentioned examinations in order to distinguish neurological and orthopedic disorders from each other.
Evaluation of the activity of twelve pairs of cranial or cerebral nerves should be considered as one of the most
important examinations related to the brain. The mentioned nerves may be damaged for various reasons and as a result
malfunction. During many examinations related to the cranial nerves, the nerve reflexes in which these nerves play a
role are examined for normality or abnormality and also for severity. Cranial or cerebral nerves are different from
each other in various ways such as origin, anatomical position and physiological roles. These nerves can be divided
into sensory, motor and sensorimotor types. Also, some of the mentioned nerves have parasympathetic nerve fibers,
and as a result, their function is related to the autonomic nervous system. Due to the fact that in veterinary medicine
compared to medicine, access to modern methods of structural and functional assessment of the brain and spinal cord
such as advanced imaging is less, therefore, the skill of veterinarians to perform accurate examinations of cranial
nerves and the breadth and depth of their physiological knowledge about these nerves in order to the interpretation of
the findings obtained from the aforementioned examinations is very important.
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